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THE SQUARLE
MILEAND ME

We dig into the memory
bank of the City's great and
ood. Today, Alex Michelin,
ounder and CEC of London
property developer Valouran,
tells us about his career

'WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST ROLE

IN THE WORLD OF BUSINESST

I basgan 1y cateer in imwestment
hanking before founding the prolitic
development firm Finchation in 2000
Using my knowledge of finanving and
stracturing property transactions, in
2016 1 also eodounded Capital Rise, a
property lending specialise

Whilst i
st
banking. 1
soulrht more
falfiirent and the
nppartunity tocneate lnsting buildings
and cotnmanities, which bed me o
progerty development as the ideal
balance of finance and creativity.
1 co-founded Finchation with my
good friend, after |:I|'n:':.‘:,r||1g il gap
m Eondon’s wh-dnstimitionalised
resadendial market, aasd dver two
decades we completed over £EL.7n
I sabes

In 202L | onmdded Valouran with
Marr Hobertson, unbsing our decp
finamcial expertise and knowledge of
the resideniial market. Wi have some
amazing buildings being delivered
which we hope stand proud in London

for decades 10 oM.

Il thie

ke redible
history of this
city and the
Blemnd of old and
new, Thie Squane
Mile 18 one of The mast histonc parts
of the r.1pirn L yet it also boasts some
ol the mst contempoiary bulldings
anul architectune A Valouran, we
revitallse older bulldings and bring
thein witn the mtsbern o, 50 this
ormirast really resomates with me

AND ONE THING YOU WOULD CHANGE?

I would make The City more
envimonmentally ficndly, It is

still far too concrete and | think
everyone would benehn il we consld
T SaTie of the OpeT SPaes and
ncorporate biophilh design. s a
simple vef powerfinl change that will
have an gutsized Impact on wellbeing:

'WHAT'S BEEN YOUR MOST
MEMORABLE BUSINESS LUNCH?
Lumech with Marcus Mijer, CEO of
MARK, in late 2008 w cebehrate his
purchase of tha historic Whiteleys
butlding in Chcensway, From
then, wi bigan an epic ssen-ear
jouwrney where we hivee completely
relmagined The Whiteley into 2
kandimark residential and hospitality
dostination.

AND ANY BUSIHESS FALN PAS?

Quite early on T it *reply all” wan
email meant for my business partner,
accidentally ranting o 5 senlor
board members, leading to weeks of
apologies. Thankfully they waw the
Famany side and we still dis) the deal

'WHAT"S BEEN YOUR PROUDEST MOMENTY

Launching Valouran. Our central
Lomdon porfplio is already over
445,677 suare feet with a value of

. erELbn,

AND WHO DD YOU LOOK Up TO?

1 Jowk ap to annacing business leadir
e hivve o beefome mie. Gans like
Steve Schwarteman and Elon Musk.
whe came 5o close to losing it all but
kept geing, bailding enduring and

¢ Exciling COmpanes, ane mspistions

i WHAT'S THE BEST BUSINESS AOVICE

| WDUVE EVER BEEN GIVENT

i The best advice [ have recelved s that
i “fear kilks more doeams than Gilure
1 ever will”, This inspired me o name
+ my busines Valouran, decved from

ve ward valownr, meaning "srength

I of nbisd wad splrit. Prople told e |

i was cTazy o start agin afier 20 wars
| bullding a successful company but 1

i am happy | had the valour,

{ AMDTHEWORSE?

1 Amioa whio tells you it can't be

dome”, Those who never take o For an

i answer, and constantly Gnd solutbons
i to problems truly fulfil their potential
: Usaln Bolt lgnored all the sparrs

i poaches who told him atb o young age

| e was foo r.|Il.||1.;|.1hn:|:,' b b s

i aprinler.

| ARE YOU OPTIMISTIC

| FOR THE YEAR AHEAD?

 Despite current heacwinds in London,
: political challenges and tax rises,

. and take [t mw

CV

Marna: e bachelin
Thibe: Fourder and CED of Vilouran
Previous roles: invesiment Banker
Age: 4
Barm: lamsaa
Lives: Henbey, UK
Studied: Economis,
Universiny of Momtingham
Talants: :'uLt'knE rum panch
Matto: Wha dares wirms

i perk of the job: Working
with the mos talented and creative
plopke in propenty in London
Coffen order: Mom of toa kinda guy
Cochetindl ordhers Rum and coke

\lehbnnll:'.'h.!hm 1r_llrif_|'rt':

Lomdion fs an amazing city filled with
decp, intelligent pools of creativiny
and tfabent. It will evohae, as it alwans
has dome, and remain a leading phobal
city we should be prowd of,

WE'RE GOING FOR
LUNCH, AND
YOU'RE FICKIRG

= WHERE ARE ¢
WE GDINGT
Let™s graly

@ sandwich

the henches at
Postinan's Park |

lined it inspiring (o resd e wales

on the amazing memorial these o
herols sacrifice on the wall displaving
53 haneg-lettered Illﬁ.;la-qrr:hing

tabes of ordinary peaple dodng
extraordingiry deeds. It helps me put
whaitever stress [am having char day
into peripectihned

AND IF WE'RE GRABEING

AORINK AFTER WORKT

1 weiabd ik 1o Thee Enpery Boctbop
Bar for a great view and aimoesphere,
Or for something more rebaved, we

= could head vo George in Mayvfadrn

WHERE"S HOME DURING THE WEEKT
We revently moved to e Henbey
aret 1o give our children an idyilic

- childhood in the British countryside.

W are all enjoying the peace, fresh air

- and space out there and | love coming

inl:sl’hm—r\.l,"::a_\.- of Tondon for work,

AND WHERE MIGHT
WE FIND YOU AT
THE WEEKEMD?
‘Wirth rhree
Racls, you will
either find me
on the spors
ficld. cheering
them on from the

- andelimes ad they kick

2 ball around, or in the car beimg the
taxd driver as | ferry them around|

YOU'VE GOT AWELL-DESERVED

TWO WEENS OFF. WHERE ARE

YOU GOING AND WHO WITH?

L gresw up in Antigua, so 1 low
returning there with my family
whenever we get 3 chance 1o relay
and recharge. Nothing beats a cobd
heer on the beach watching the
E1TE T





